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to choose betrayal rather than go through the mill again. With
Pessard in mind, his brother-in-law destroyed by Fascist hatred,
Chautemps cast his vote at Bordeaux, the thirteenth against
twelve, giving the Republic, which had raised his family to
power but also permitted its dire humiliation, a cowardly stab
in the back, only to be terrified immediately afterwards by his
own action and flee from the scene of his crime.
The moment had now come to set the spark to feelings run-
ning high, and on February 6th, 1934, the attempt to seize power
was made. This date is one of the most important in the history
of modern France and Europe as a whole. Although this fact
is fully understood on the Continent, it is not yet appreciated
to the same extent in the Anglo-Saxon countries.
February 6th9 1934, corresponds to November 9th, 1923. It
was for the political development of France what the Munich
Putsch was for Germany. After Munich Hitler realised that he
could never rise to power against the will of the Generalstab, the
military clique in alliance with and socially representing to a
certain extent the powers in real control, mainly behind the
scenes under the Weimar Republic, but coming right out into
the open with Schleicher's advent to power. So Hitler was
obliged to change his political plans. He had to learn to be
patient and await the propitious moment for entering the
Chancellery, even, should it be necessary, by the back door.
He waited for ten years.
The Fascists in France underwent the same experience; they
had to wait for six years. A military defeat, entailing the dis-
organisation of the progressive forces, had proved a preliminary
essential for the setting up of Fascism in any of the continental
countries. It was the same in France. The Fascists were only
able to seize power at the cost of a military defeat, because in
time of peace " the true France ", i.e. the great masses of the
people, would be too strong, too deeply steeped in the Republic.
The Petains, Lavals, Marquets and Bergerys did not hesitate to
sacrifice the country to arrive at their aims.
This Fascist uprising in 1934 was certainly not quelled by the
*'courage ** of Daladier or his wretched Minister of the Interior,
Eugene Frot, over whom some Fascist barristers in the Courts
emptied not long afterwards the contents of a bedroom utensil,
though this did not prevent him later becoming an associate of
theirs, renowned for his defeatism . . . maybe it even per-
suaded him. These two both resigned twenty-four hours after
the trouble started, because they could not agree to firing on the
" people ". This Fascist attempt failed because of the cowardice